
 William Pancoast artificially
 inseminates a woman with “best 
looking” medical student’s sperm 

without her knowledge

Experiments with 
human IVF begins

Edwards and Step-
toe achieve the first 
successful IVF baby, 

Louise Brown 

First IVF pregnancy 
results in miscarriage
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Marion Sims performs 55 
artificial inseminations for 
infertile women achieving 

1 pregnancy, but no 
successful birth 

First time homornes are used 
to treat infertility and promote 

egg maturation for IVF  

First IVF pregnancy 
using third party’s 
oocytes (Australia) 

Nobel Prize awarded to 
Edwards for his 

contributions to IVF

Nobel Prize awarded to Gurdon 
and Yamanaka for the identifi-
cation of reprogramming fac-
tors: Gurdon focused on egg 

cytoplasmic factors  

American Society for 
Reproductive Medicine 
lifts the experimental 

label from egg freezing 

 HISTORY OF IN VITRO FERTILIZATION (IVF) TECHNOLOGY 
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First successful IVF
 embryo transfer in rabbits  
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