
 HISTORY OF DISABILITY RIGHTS
Actor “Superman” Christopher 
Reeve paralyzed with spinal 
cord injury and receives both 
support and criticism for trying 

to find a cure for paralysis 
with stem cell research

The Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) is 

signed into law by 
President George Bush

Human Genome Project rough 
draft announced providing hope 

for those seeking cures and 
raising concerns about a fear of in--
creased disability discrimination 

and reduced social services

 Indiana is the first state to enact 
a eugenic sterilization law for 

"confirmed idiots, imbeciles and 
rapists" in state institutions and 

other states soon follow

The Veterans Administration, The 
President's Committee on Employ-
ment of the Handicapped, and the 

National Easter Seals Society, 
among others, develop national 

standards for "barrier-free" buildings.
The United Nations adopts "The 

World Program of Action Concern-
ing the Disabled" to encourage full 

participation and equality for 
people with disabilities

Congress passes the Architec-
tural Barriers Act that 

mandates federally con -
structed buildings and facilities 
be accessible to people with 

physical disabilities
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President G.W. Bush signs the 
Genetic Information Non-

Discrimination Act, which protects 
 Americans against discrimination,
 based on genetic information r-

elated to employment or health
 insurance, but some are co-

ncerned that there are loopholes

First disability pride 
parade held in Chicago, 

Illinois 
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