
 HISTORY OF SCIENCE AND POLICY OF STEM CELL SOURCES  
       RELATED TO REPRODUCTIVE TECHNOLOGIES
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YEAR 1973  1978  1984  1989  1996  1997  1998  2000  2007  2007  2007  2008  2012  2013  2013 

Jamie Thomson derives the 
first human embryonic stem 

cells from extranumerary 
IVF embryos 

First pregnancies achieved 
using microarray technology 

to screen for genetic 
disease/disability (aCGH)

47 human embryonic disease-specific
 cell lines derived by the Reproductive Genetics 

Institute via IVF/PGD are rejected for entry 
into the NIH Stem Cell Registry due 

to exculpatory language in the consent forms  

Adam Nash is conceived 
as a savior sibling via

 IVF/PGD for immunologi-
cal matching 

President Bush vetoes the 
DeGette-Castle bill, which 

would allow federal funding 
for embryonic stem cell 

research using surplus em-
bryos from fertilty clinics 

In the U.S., National 
Academy of Sci-

ences reports that 
oocyte provision may 
lead to an increased 
risk of uterine cancer 

Edwards and Steptoe 
achieve the first successful 

IVF baby, Louise Brown 

First unaffected child 
born following Preim-
plantation Genetic Di-
agnosis (PGD) for an 

X-linked disorder

Australia passes legisla-
tion to regulate assisted 
reproductive technolo-

gies (ART); The
 Infertility (Medical Pro-

cedures) Act

In  the U.K., HFEA allows 
egg sharing; fertility pa-
tients to receive reduced 

cost treatment if they 
donate eggs for stem 

cell research

Dickey-Wicker Rider
prohibits federal funding

for the creation/destruction of 
human embryos for research

First human embryonic stem
cells derived from cloned

five-day blastocysts 
achieved via somatic cell 

nuclear transfer using 20 eggs 
from 2 egg donors 

The European Convention on 
Human Right & Biomedicine Art. 

18 prohibits the creation of human 
embryos for research but allows 
research with existing embryos

Roe v. Wade in the US 
supports reproductive 

choice, legalizing abortion
Nobel Prize 

awarded to Gurdon & 
Yamanaka for the
 identification of 

reprogramming factors
in egg cytoplasm  

California Governor 
Brown vetoes the “Bonilla 

bill” (AB926), which 
would have provided 

compensation to egg pro-
viders for SCR   
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