
 HISTORY OF HUMAN SUBJECTS RESEARCH 

The Tuskegee Syphilis Trial was 
terminated when an investigation 

revealed unethical conduct 
leading to the National Research Act 

World Medical Association issues the
 Declaration of Helsinki providing 
guidelines for biomedical research

 involving human subjects 

National Research Act (Public Law 93-348)
issued by the U.S Department of Health and Human Services

 institutes Institutional Review Boards as a formal process as part of the 
Protection of Human Subjects of Biomedical Research  
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  National Commission for the Protection of Human Subjects of Biomedical
 and Behavioral Research publishes “Ethical Principles and Guidelines for the

 Protection of Human Subjects Research” (Belmont Report)
 based on the conference at the Belmont Conference Center 

Executive Order:
CIA  must comply with Common Rule 

Dickey Wicker Amendment (Rider) 
prohibits federal funding for research 
that involves the creation or destruc-

tion of human embryos under 45 CFR 
46.204 and 46.207

Nuremberg Code arises out of the 
Nuremberg Trials at the end of WWII 
as an ethical code of conduct  for re-

search involving human subjects  

The Common Rule requires the FDA 
and then 14 other departments in the 
Health and Human Services to adopt 
a uniform set of rules for the protec-
tion of human subjects identical to 
subpart A of 45 CFR part 46 of the 

HHS regulations 

In response to a request issued by President 
Obama, The Presidential Commission for the Study 
of Bioethical Issues publishes “Moral Science: Pro-
tecting Participants in Human Subjects Research” 
and a study guide titled “Ethically Impossible” to 

highlight lessons learned from past abuses 
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The National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) establishes the “HeLa Genome 

Data Access” working group to ac-
knowledge the Lacks family and 

grant permission for research using 
information in the NIH Genotypes 

and Phenotypes database
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